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THE PIARIST MINISTRY IN CENTRAL AFRICA

A. Schools
S/N LOCATION TEACHERS STUDENTS

In CAMEROON
1. Bafia 23 709
2. Bamenda (3 Schools) 26 1800
3. Futru 37 1,515
4. Menteh 20 153
5. Enieg 13 22
6. Bamendjou (08 Schools) 71 1,749
7. Bandjoun 56 626
8. Yaounde 15 350
9. Abobo 21 316
10. Messamendongo 45 330

In CONGO KINSHASA
1. Kinonka 25 1,203
2. Kinshasa 15 199

In  GABON
1. Libreville 45 1200
2. Malibe 9 126

In EQUITORIAL GUINEA
1. Akonibe 06 250
2. Akurenam 06 200
3. Ebibeyin 30 840
4. Bata 40 1,700

B. Parishes
CAMEROON

1. Bafia: Our Lady Of Nazareth
2. Bamenda: St Michael Futru Nkwen
3. Bamendjou: St Antoine De Padua
4. Kumbo: St Wilibrod
5- Yaounde: Baptism of Jesus

Socio Cultural And Educational Centers Calasanz
CAMEROON
Bafia: Socio Cultural Center Calasanz
Bamenda: Socio Cultural Center Calasanz And Calasanz Sports Academy
Bamendjou: Disabled And Women’s Promotion Center
Kumbo: Calasanz Integral Education Centre (Home Schooling For Idps)
Yaounde: Heart Resto For Street Children

CONGO KINSHASA
Kikonka: Women’s Literacy Center

CONGO KINSHASA
1- Kikonka: St Pierre
2- Kinshasa: St Jude

GABON
1- Libreville: St Louis Marie
Gruignon De Monfort

EQUATORIAL GUINEA
1. Akonibe: San Jose De Calasanz
2. Bata: San Jose De Calasanz



The future of every society depends 
on the children and youths of that 
society. As Pope St John Paul II 
says, a society that kills its own 

children has no future: but on the other hand, 
a society that educates its children in values 
builds and prepares for a better future. Not 
to educate the children and youths integrally 
is in actual fact killing them, because you do 
not give them what it takes to live a happy 
life. This was the mind of St Joseph Calasanz, 
the founder of the Order of the Pious Schools 
(Piarist Fathers) some four hundred and 
twenty (420) years ago.

The Order of Poor Clerics Regular of the 
Mother of God of the Pious Schools, also 
known as the Piarist Fathers, is a Religious 
Institute founded in the early 17th Century, by 
St. Joseph Calasanz, with the specific mission 

“To Evangelize by Educating children and 
youths integrally especially the poor from 
early childhood through the integration 
of Faith and Culture (Piety and Literacy) 
according to the evangelical values of Justice, 
Solidarity, love and Peace” In the words of St 
Joseph Calasanz himself,  The future of every 
society depends on the diligent and integral 
formation of the children and youths of that 
society: for if children from their earliest 
years are instructed diligently in piety and 
letters, in virtue and the sciences, it must 
undoubtedly be expected that their whole life 
will be a balanced and happy one and they 
will thus be liberated from the slavery of 
ignorance and sin. 

It is this dream of St Joseph Calasanz that 
has been upheld, transmitted and lived by 
the Piarist Fathers till today in all seven (7) 
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Listening to the cry of the less privileged!!!



continents of the world, responding to the 
different realities, contexts and needs of the 
children and young people. This Religious 
Institute has been demarcated for proper 
functioning into different circumscriptions 
known as Provinces, and among these is 
the Province of Central Africa, made up of 
Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Gabon and Equatorial Guinea. 

The Piarist Fathers arrived Cameroon in 
1987 and have since then been reaching out 
to different persons and areas of life. The 
work specifically in schools, paroahes, non-
formal and Vocational centres social cultural 
centres where they attend to a number of 
vulnerable persons including street children, 
handicap children and victims of violence. 
This Magazine therefore is an expression and 
a representation of the different dimensions 
and ways in which the Piarist Fathers of the 
Province of Central Africa live this vision 
and carry out this mission of evangelization 
and transformation of the society through 
the integral education of children and youths 
especially the poor, the marginalized, the 
abandoned and the most vulnerable.

When we carefully go through this magazine, 
we discover that the activities of the Piarist 
Fathers in relation with poor children take 
into account every aspect or dimension 
of their lives: from the spiritual, to the 
intellectual, to the human, to economic/
financial sustainability and to the social 
dimension. This is the fundamental mark of 
the education and formation offered by the 
Piarist Fathers to the children, all these in 
a bid to ensure that these poor children and 
youths who have been rejected by the society 
because of their different particular situations 
may be reintegrated into society and be able 
to live a responsible, happy and dignified life 
like any other child anywhere in the world.

We cannot say that we have done enough, 
because as long as the human being exists, 
the need to respond to human realities 
continue to exist. With this in mind, it is 
therefore obvious that the Piarist mission of 
integral education is constantly a necessity 
in every age and every society especially in 
this contemporary period when the demands 
and pressure of the society on the children 
and youths are increasing by the day. With 
so many children and youths in this Piarist 
circumscription of Central Africa suffering 
each day due to corruption, violence, poor 
moral rectitude, killings, lack of access to 
education, lack of basic health facilities, lack 
of basic food requirements, shelter and many 
others, the only way we can respond to all 
these is to put in every efforts and resources 
possible to continue to foster and carry out 
our mission of integral education of these 
children, because despite their situations and 
conditions, they too deserve a happy and 
worthwhile life.  If we want a changed and 
transformed society, we must invest heavily 
in the proper education/formation of the 
children of today. This is what the Piarist 
Fathers are out for, this is our specific mission, 
despite the limited resources. This magazine 
therefore summarizes and represents the 
different practical ways in which the Piarist 
Fathers of Central Africa are carrying out this 
most necessary mission in the different parts 
of the Province. We are very much thankful 
to all who through their collaboration and 
assistance have been partaking in this 
missionary and humanitarian service. 

Fr. Evaristus Akem Ndi, Sch.P

Provincial Superior 

Bamenda, Cameroon.



Giving life to Kids in Crisis
Communities of Kumbo 

To give children some aliveness in 
the current crisis environment, the 
Piarist 

Brothers organize weekly, social 
and recreational activities with the children. 
This is aimed to free them from psychological 
trauma and to enable a less timid environment 
caused by the ongoing crisis. Many of these 
children have lost love ones and need to 
have hope and joy for the future. The routine 
recreational activities with the children, 
create a conducive environment to participate 
with peers, share in discussions and assist in 
reducing the trauma effects of the crisis.



School Support to 
Children Deprived 
of Education

number, 73 children have undertaken end of class 
examinations into college.

The crisis still persists, and many of the children 
are faced with difficulty of accessing school. We 
hope through the promotion of education for 
more children affected by the crisis, we will be 
able secure a future for the children.

Since the start of the civil crisis in the 
late 2016, many schools in the English 
Speaking Cameroon, went to an 
impasse. Children have been attacked 

in schools by armed men and some schools burnt. 
The future of these children have remained bleak. 

Seeing the effects of the crisis on the children, 
the Piarist Fathers, through the support from 
Manos Unidas and the traditional stakeholders, 
carried out activities on counseling and support 
in the learning of the children. A total of 365 
children were reached with learning. Out of this 

Trauma Healing through Recreational 
Activities with Children

The Piarist Fathers have 
greatly been involved in 
trauma healing activities 
with children affected 

by the crisis or by social events. 
Through the Calasanzian activities 
with the children, we have engaged 
in the trauma healing processes with 
the children. So far, activities such 
as, the one-on-one counseling talks 
are carried out with the children, and 
other social interactive events such 

as games, open conversations with peers through exchanged visits and price winning activities are 
organized. This is done with the aim to bring some aliveness and messages of hope to the children. 



Imparting Vocational Skills to 
Vulnerable Children 

The crisis in the English speaking 
Cameroon has registered a number 
of displaced families. Many families 
remain very vulnerable. We have 

recorded an increase number of street children 
and many are faced with recurrent risks of joining 
arm groups in the Region. The girl child is 
exposed to higher risks. With the threats faced by 
these children, we have ensured skill learning for 
the children. The aim is to impart in the children 
vocational skills, in the different trades (tailoring 
and Knitting), in a bid to minimize the risks they 
face as a result of the crisis. 

The skills gained, will guarantee the children 
a source of livelihood, boost of an income and 
minimize the social risks they face. They will 
also in the short-term, contribute to the post crisis 
reconstruction of their respective communities. 
We hope to rehabilitate more young people with 
vocational skills to be proactive to their needs.



Enabling Access to Education 
for Children 

The Piarist Fathers, have taken upon themselves 
as part of their ministry, to increasing rehabilitate 
the children who are victims of the ongoing 
crisis in the North and South West Regions of 

Cameroon. In this light, we have created access to education 
for internally displaced children, who currently seek refuge 
in Bamenda, Cameroon, through the construction of the St. 
Joseph Calasanz Catholic Secondary School, Menteh. This 
structure will serve as a safe space to accommodate learning 
activities for more internally displaced children. 

The young people especially the girl child, who previously 
were in schools, have been greatly affected by the crisis. 20% 
of these young people, have taken up to risky behaviors; 

prostitution, drugs, banditry etc, all in 
a quest to make a living.

With the assistance from her 
benefactors, thousands of children 
have been reached with education. 
We hope to increase academic 
participation for children, especially 
those affected by the current crisis. 
With the construction of school 
dormitories to provide for increase 
accommodation, many out-of-school 
children in the gravely affected crisis 
communities, will be reached with 
Education.

St. Joseph Calasanz St. Joseph Calasanz 
Academic Complex, Academic Complex, 
Menteh - BamendaMenteh - Bamenda



Children in Liturgical Participation 

In the Parish activities, the Piarist Fathers ensure the effective participation of children in 
Liturgical celebrations. They participate in the activities of the church through, the children’s 
choir, reading of scriptures, form an integral church group such as the Cadets of Mary and 
participate in the preparation and celebration of the liturgy at the level of their schools and the 

Small Christian Communities. This is to groom the Catholic faith in them.

Our students 
in Menteh after 
receiving the 
generator before 
its installation



Education on Sexuality and 
Menstrual Hygiene

Talks on sexuality and menstrual hygiene with children in the schools, have continuously 
been sustained with the students in the St. Joseph Calasanz College, Menteh and with 
pupils of the primary schools of Futru, Mbelem and Menteh, Bamenda – North West 
Region Cameroon. 

The essence is to maintain on a 
culture for talks in the schools 
and families on sexuality. Very 
often talks on sexuality and 
menstrual knowledge are not 
carried out with the children. 
They grow in ignorance and 
shy from the reality of life. 
Many unknowing get into 
sexual activities.



Creating a crisis – response and 
Conscious Environment with 

Teachers 

With the goal of ensuring continuity in learning, activities on crisis - response 
measures are held frequently with the teachers of 3 Catholic Primary Schools of 
Futru, Mbelem and Menteh, Bamenda, North West Region, Cameroon. The essence 
was to pass on to them skills, to enable them respond adequately to the different 

challenges they face in their day to day activities in the schools, in relation to the ongoing crisis.

The activities were also based at facilitating humanitarian gestures for the support of children inter-
nally displaced in our schools.

Distribution of Food and 
Non-food items to internally 

displaced children

Within the framework to the support of education for kids internally displaced as a 
result of the ongoing socio-political crisis in the English Speaking Cameroon, we 
received support 
from the ITAKA 

Escolapios Foundation Network. 
Through this support, we have 
reached out to 350 selected families 
of pupils of three primary schools 
of Futru, Mbelem and Menteh, 
Bamenda, North West Region, 
Cameroon. The support has been 
in the form of basic food and non-
food items.



Skill-giving Activities for Persons 
with Disabilities

The Piarist Fathers as part of their 
Charism run a disability Center in 
Bamendjou – West Region, Cameroon. 
The Center give formation of persons 

with visual, hearing and speech impairment as 
well as those with physical disabilities. These 

persons are assisted with learning aids and 
undertake vocational training in the fabrication 
of cane wood chairs, shoe manufacturing and 
mending. This is to assist them in gaining skill 
and a means for an income. 

Sports as an integral child 
development

The Form Five Students, Anglophone Sub System of Education, Saint Joseph Calasanz 
Comprehensive College Bandjoun, studying to become Saints and Scholars.

The Session Students, Saint Joseph 
Calasanz Comprehensive College 

Bandjoun, Cameroon receiving Pious Education. 
African Students as we are proud of the integral 
formation we are receiving. “The Education of 
the Head and the Heart”. We shall become He-
roes and not Zeros

Extra curricula activities Complement integral 
formation of young people in Saint Joseph Ca-
lasanz College Bandjoun-Cameroon. We value 
sporting Activities.



Intellectual Formation of Children

Following the example of St. Joseph Calasanz, the Piarist Community of Bafia remains 
at the service of the little ones. Their intellectual formation is our priority, their spiritual 
up-keep our point of focus and most especially, their social well-being that reminds us 
of Fr. Joseph Calasanz on the streets of Rome. May He watch over us with patience and 

admiration. Our Lady of Nazareth Community of Bafia PAC.

Computer Literacy and Home 
Schooling Program 

Calasanz once said when he arrived 
Rome. “I have found Joy in this 
little children”. We have found joy 
in reaching out to 150 kids victims 

of the current sociopolitical crisis affecting the 
English-speaking regions of Cameroon. After 
the deplorable situation in the educational sector, 
the Piarist Fathers tried at all dimensions to 
restore hope in the numerous children affected 
by the crisis. We operated a community Centre 
for children where the children deprived from 
formal education in schools, could continue 
learning. Added to it was computer studies. We 



offered computer studies to children especially 
of school age and those who had discontinued 
schooling because of the war. In all we attending 
to 250 children from 4 local communities. In a 
locality where the availability of computers is 
still reserved to elitist class, we provided them, 

thanks to the generosity of many, 15 computers. 
These classes were given by six teachers whose 
constant presence was also a source of motivation 
to the many traumatized children. We are grateful 
to our benefactors who, through these projects 
programs, are impacting lives.

A PEARL IN MENTEH

Among the many good things the 
Piarist Fathers are blessed with is 
the Saint Joseph Calasanz Catholic 
College in Menteh Nkwen 

Bamenda. The institution is gradually imposing 
itself not only on the hills of Menteh but also 
in the hearts and minds of the folks and sundry 
who look up to it. Created in the academic year 
2020/2021, this institution of learning welcomed 
close to two hundred young learners in its first 
year. The second year sees this number doubled 
and that it could triple the coming year is a near 
fact. It is indeed a pearl, in the very heart of 
Menteh, glittering in the sparkles of piety and 
letters. Being a new institution, operating in 

one of the crisis-hit regions of the country, the 
establishment is promising yet its growth dented 
by limited school paraphernalia or lack thereof. 
Chief among these difficulties are challenges 
relating to accommodation of students in the 
classrooms and boarding houses, absence of 
a library and ICT center. Thanks to help from 
donors, with whose aid tables (lockers) and chairs 
were acquired, a good number of learners now 
comfortably receive lessons and can safely keep 
their personal effects. Taking our baby steps, we 
are grateful to you for holding our hands. We 
continuously count on your goodwill to help us 
make SAJOCCCOL Menteh the brightest pearl 
for the children and youth.



“THE CONTENT OF THE HEAD, THE 
QUALITY OF YOUR LIFE”

THE SCHOOL LIBRARY OF COLLEGE POLYVALENT SAINT JOSEPH 
CALASANZ, MBOUO-BANDJOUN

As Marcus Aurelius says and I quote, “The happiness of your life depends on the quality of your 
thoughts: therefore, guard accordingly and take care that you entertain no notions unsuitable to 
virtue and reasonable nature.” This is to emphasize the necessity to constantly feed the mind 
with relevant materials that can lead us to live a life of integrity and virtue. This was the mind 

of our Holy founder, St Joseph Calasanz when he reiterated “Books for reading must not hurt in any way the 
good character of the boys and should not contain anything bad or inconvenient” (Constitutions of Calasanz  
n. 199).  As Carl Edward Sagan says “The health of our civilization, the depth of our awareness about the 
underpinnings of our culture and our concern for the future can all be tested by how well we support our 
libraries.” The library thus stands as an important element for the development, growth and building of every 
human society. Through “Discipline + Work +prayer=Success” as its motto, this Bilingual Comprehensive 
College, aims at helping learners identify their dreams and life projects so as to develop the necessary skills 
to build on them, and so integrate themselves as virtuous men and women into the society. To be able to 
attain this most worthy and meritorious objective, besides offering a good moral and spiritual foundation, the 
provision of a good and well-equipped library for the school was inevitable. As a result of the presence of this 
library, many parents are motivated to make efforts to send their children to school since the task of getting 
good and necessary resource books for them has been handled by the school for the many underprivileged in 
and around the locality.

It has helped many of the children to learn to use their free time in a more responsible and profitable way, as 
while in school, there is always somethings to do. Thanks to the moral sensitivity gradually instilled in the 
children and the presence of the library which keeps many of them from being idle at any point in time while 
in school, violence and harmful social behaviors have greatly been curbed. This therefore gives the children of 



this locality, even the reluctant and uninterested ones a certain 
push and the assurance that their lives can always be useful and 
meaningful if they go to school, as this school seeks to respond 
to every domain of their lives at every point in time.

 

FREE MEDICAL CAMPAIG
NFUTRU – NKWEN, 2021

Theme: “Clean soul on a Health Body”,

From June 23 to 25, 2021 of June 2021, took place in the Piarist Mission of Futru – Nkwen a 
medical campaign under the auspices of the Piarist Fathers and their collaborators with the precise 
objective to offer relief to the suffering population resident in these localities. This Campaign was 
organized within the context of the socio-political crisis that has traumatized many children and 

their families within the past 4 years in the Anglophone Regions of Cameroon. Under the theme “Clean soul on 
a Health Body”, our objective was to extend our support to the vulnerable persons who have been directly or 
indirectly affected by the anglophone crisis. To realize our objective, we engaged a team of Piarist Volunteers 
in the different medical domains who committed themselves to free medical consultations and distribution of 
drugs to the patients. We had a team of Specialists for General consultations, Dentists, Psychologists, First 
Aid Assistants, Pharmacists, Nurses, Educators… The beneficiaries were mostly Christians from our Parish 
of Futru and their children in our elementary schools of Futru, Menteh, and Mbelem. Apart from medical 
screening, they were also given talks in the various domains of health especially in Hygiene and sanitation, 
Covid 19, violence and trauma, love and forgiveness…

At the end of the exercise, about 700 persons benefitted from the Campaign and received free medication, 
most of whom were children and women who are internally displaced. This is the fourth edition of free 
medical campaign that the Piarist Fathers and the Volunteers in the Province of Central Africa are organizing 
to respond to the medical needs of some our brothers and sisters. It should be remarked that a high percentage 
of the population in this locality do not have access to a Doctor and medication.

We express our gratitude to our donors (ITAKA Escolapios, SAAP, friends, sympathizers in our parish of 
Yaoundé) and all who assisted us in organizing this fourth edition of the campaign. Special thanks our foreign 
partners in the U.S particularly through the Mission Appeals. Through these free medical campaigns, we seek 
to realize the call of Jesus in the Gospel of Mathew when He says: “I was sick and you visited me” (Mtt 25: 
36. 

Fr. Evaristus Akem Ndi, Sch P.



 

2021 Medical Campaign team composed of Doctors, Nurses, Educators, 
Psychologists, Piarists.

Health talks with the Little Children of our School in Futru

Dentists at work





Acknowledgement and Appreication
Dear Benefactors,

Greetings from the Development Office of the Piarist Fathers, Cameroon. We are very grateful  for 
your financial support towards the promotion of our Charism and Ministries in the different com-
munities where we find ourselves. Our sincere thanks go to;

Institutions: Diocese

Fort Worth, TX Erie, PA 

St. Augustine, FL Arlington, VA 

Paterson, NJ Portland, ME 

Hartford, CT New York, NY

Metuchen, NJ Dubuque, IA 

Brooklyn, NY Rockville Center 

Trenton, NJ Orange 

Buffalo, NY Pittsburgh, PA

St. Cloud, MN
 

Organisations:
• MANOS UNIDAS, Spain
• Italian Episcopal Conference 

Individuals:
Dr. Andrew Ndiforngwa, California (USA) 
c/ Abakwa Educational and Health Drive (AEHD-USA) -501 c 3

We remain grateful to your continuous support.
Sincere regards,

Fr. Evaristus Akem, Sch. P
Provincial Superior

Rev. Andrew Mbinkar Berinyuy, Sch.P.,
US Correspondent



Contacts

Rev. Evaristus Akem Ndi, Sch.P
Provincial Superior, BP 185 Casier 211, Yaoundé – Cameroon
Tél. : (+237) 699 501 037 Email : akemevaristusndi@yahoo.com

USA 
Rev. Andrew Mbinkar Berinyuy, Sch.P., 
363 North Valley Forge Rd
Devon, PA 19333
Tel. 929 530 3172. Email: andrew231079@gmail.com 

Central Africa :
Paulinus Abose, Sch.P : 
P.O Box 520, Bamenda – Cameroon
Tél. : (+237) 699 245 607 Email: paulinusabose@gmail.com 

Humanitarian Info
PUBLISHER: Piarist Fathers, Province of Central Africa

P.O Box 520, Bamenda – Cameroon
Email: paulinusabose@gmail.com . Website: www.piaristesafriquecentrale.org/
www.childrenfirst-africa.org
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