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Anglophone crisis: Piarist Fathers at the service of internally displaced children  

It is close to four years now that the two anglophone regions - North West and South West regions 

- of Cameroon have been experiencing a complicated socio-political situation. It is worth noting 

that the Anglophone regions of Cameroon, consist of 20 per cent of the population.1 Beginning in 

November 2016, what was simply a series of peaceful strike actions by lawyers and teachers has 

with time turned into an armed conflict with a remarkable degree of destruction of both human life 

and property. 

For this period of time, schools have been interrupted and shut down, economic stability has been 

greatly affected and many persons have become internally displaced because of the regular looting 

and burning of houses. According to UN statistics there are over 437.0002 internally displaced 

persons. While an atmosphere of relative calm gradually returned to some parts of these affected 

regions, the case of Kumbo, Bui Division was the contrary. The exchange of fire intensified, the 

burning of houses became rampant and going to school particularly was a taboo subject of 

discussion anywhere in and around Kumbo. With the presence of the Piarist Fathers in Kumbo - a 

Religious Institute having as charism evangelization through the integral education of children 

and youths especially the poor - it was incumbent on them that in such a context, even with the 

high-risk factors involved, something had to be done to remedy the situation of these children both 

at the intellectual and moral levels. 

These poor and vulnerable children and youths who had suddenly become so familiar with the 

scenes of persons murdered in cold blood, something they had hardly experienced before, had to 

be helped out of such trauma. The Piarists in 2018/2019 therefore set out to organize classes to 

cover for the educational needs of these internally displaced poor children, victims of the 

anglophone crisis. These classes where aimed at responding to all the above-mentioned needs of 

the children, in line with the Piarist mission of offering an integral education to poor, vulnerable 

and rejected children and youths, so as to reintegrate/rehabilitate them into the society and give 

them reasons to live a life of dignity and happiness like any other child.  

 
1 https://www.crisisgroup.org/ 
2 OCHA, UNHCR Cameroon 2019 
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They children came from the following crisis- affected communities of Kumbo: Kiyan, Romajaay, 

Kikaikilaki, Mbve and Dzenji. 385 children in all took part in the program of which 230 were girls 

and 155 boys with an average age of 10. Classroom examinations were also carried out with 280 

children who are not in the examination/final classes. Out of the 280 children assessed, 235 

performed well in classroom activities giving an 83.93%, while 45 didn’t perform well, giving us 

a percentage variance of 16.07%. With the assistance of Manos Unidas, the Piarists was able to 

sustain the education of 200 children as they had previewed for a start. But as time went on, we 

had to welcome over 400 children from within Kumbo and its environs who could not move out 

of Kumbo for studies (in other towns) as a result of limited resources and regular road blocks. In 

fact, those who cannot make it out of this locality are bound to remain and bare consequences 

amongst which lack of formal education. 

It is unarguably true that the transformation and moulding of a human being for a life of dignity 

and value is a gradual process, yet, no matter how slow it may be, the least aspects of such a 

transformation process is always very visible. Parents and children alike are amazed and happy 

seeing the Piarists carry out such an educational program for kids at the heart of a crisis that has 

left many homeless and brought about much fear and displacement. For as many confessed, their 

children’s future, which had seemed very blur with the escalating nature of the crisis in Kumbo 

had been given a spark of light and hope. It is our wish to respond to the needs of many parents 

and children who clamour for assistance but with limited financial resources we cannot offer much. 

While hoping for better days, we implore the intercession of the Spanish Saint – Calasanz - who 

dedicated his life for the education of children. We believe like this Spanish educator (Calasanz) 

that if children from their earliest years are taught diligently, their whole life will be a happy one. 

 

        Paulinus Abose, Sch.P  

         Piarist Fathers 
         P.O Box 115 Kumbo, Cameroon 

        paulinusabose@gmail.com 
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